GAMBETTA TO CLEMENCEAU

result might have been very different from what it was. There
is such a thing as luck in human affairs, and luck was dead
against Gambetta. All the more credit to him for never losing
heart even in the face of continuous disasters and even
betrayals. First as leading member of the Government of
Defence, and then as virtual Dictator of Prance, Gambetta
bridged over for the time being the bitter antagonism which
separated Paris, the besieged seat of government, from the
rest of France. Immediately on his arrival at Tours he created
a new National Government out of the unpromising elements
gathered together almost accidentally there. The fall of Metz
and the threatened starvation of Paris, which might lead to
surrender at any moment, made Gambetta's own position
desperate. The Paris Government, which apparently looked
only to Paris, had failed to make a resolute effort to break
through the lines of the German investment before Metz fell,
and then lost heart altogether, refusing even to listen to any
remonstrance from outside against a humiliating peace.
Gambetta never gave way. Arrived at Bordeaux, he stuck
to his text of carrying on the war, having in the meantime
vigorously denounced the Government in Paris for its weakness.
He and his fellow-delegates were deaf to the counsels of despair
brought red-hot by members of the Government; but at last,
overwhelmed by circumstances he could not control, the
young Dictator resigned. After Paris had surrendered there
was really no further hope, and those who voted in the new
Assembly, as did Louis Blanc, Clemeneeau and others, for the
continuance of the war, did so more by way of protest against
the apathy which pervaded the whole Assembly, and because
foreign intervention in favour of France and against Germany
seemed possible even thus late in the day, than because
they saw at the moment any prospect of success.

Thus France lay prostrate at the feet of Germany, but at
least Gambetta and the Republicans who acted with him
showed their confidence that she would rise again. They were
not responsible for the collapse of the French nation: n&-
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